
Preparing Images in Photoshop for Professional Printing 2 - When
Using Pre-cut Mountboard

1. These notes were prepared using Photoshop, but Photoshop Elements or similar software should
be pretty much the same. They refer to printing at DS Colour Labs but the process should be the same
wherever they are printed.

2. This is the process if you want your print to be a specific size, to fit a mountboard with an existing
aperture, such as from Marrutt, or one you have used before. Let’s say, for example, that you have a
pre-used 40cm by 50cm board with aperture of 300mm x 200mm. We’ll use this as an example.

3. I am using this 5184px by 3888px image for demo purposes. Remember that you will always lose a
few millimeters of your image all round, where the mountboard slightly overlaps the image.

4. The first thing to do is work out what size your image will need to be. Our card aperture is 300mm
by 200mm and we want our image to be slightly larger that this, to ensure there are no gaps. I usually
allow the card to overlap the image by around 5mm each side and top and bottom, so our image size
will need to be 310mm by 210mm.

5. First, crop your image to the right proportions - in this case 310 x 210. Click on the ‘rectangular
marquee’ tool on the left then select Style = Fixed ratio,Width=310 and Height 210.



6. Then select the area you want to keep and click on Image > Crop. It will automatically be
constrained to the proportions you have set in para 5 above.

On this image we can afford to lose a bit from the bottom, as shown above.

7. Now you need to set the resolution to 300 PPI (Pixels Per Inch). This doesn’t affect the size of the
original image, or file size, and is only relevant for printing. Click on Image > Image Size. Make sure
‘Resample’ is not ticked and change the resolution to 300ppi. Click OK.



8. Your image now has the correct proportions and resolution.

9. Next, we need to re-size the image to the actual size we want ie 310mm by 210mm (see para 4
above).

10. Click on Image > Image size again. Change the units to millimeters, tick the ‘Resample’ box, make
sure the ratio of width to height are fixed (chain symbol). Set the height to 210 or the width to
310mm (the result will be the same as we have already set the correct proportions).

11. Your image has now been re-sized to 310mm by 210mm.

12. Now we need to add a decent sized white border round the image to attach the mountboard to.
In Photoshop this is called ‘Canvas Size’. This should be the same size as the paper you will be printing
on. Bear in mind that paper sizes are usually measured in inches. Our image is 310mm x 210mm,
which is 12.2in x 8.27in so a suitable paper size would be 14in x 10in, or 15in by 10in which I usually
end up using. Print sizes and prices can be found here https://www.dscolourlabs.co.uk/photo-prints/.
Click on Image > Canvas size. Set the width to 14 inches, the height to 10 inches and the canvas
extension colour to white.

https://www.dscolourlabs.co.uk/photo-prints/.


13. If you are using Glossy or Lustre paper, and you have downloaded the ICC Colour Profile for these
papers from DSCL (see below), open your image, go to the "Edit" menu, and select "Convert to
Profile." From there, choose the desired ICC profile from the list and click "OK" to apply the changes.

Now just save it and you are ready to go. All prints should be saved as sRGB, JPEG, highest quality.



Ordering

To order, just go to the DSCL website, click on ‘Prints’ from the drop down menu, then ‘Photographic
Prints’ or ‘Fine Art Prints’. Just click on “Order Now” and upload your images. It should all then be
self-explanatory.

A 14” by 10” Gloss or lustre photographic print from DSCL is £1.50 plus postage
https://www.dscolourlabs.co.uk/photo-prints/.

A 14” by 11” or 15” by 10” fine art Giclee print such as Permajet Museum Heritage 310 print is £11.00
plus postage https://www.dscolourlabs.co.uk/fine-art-prints/.

Postage is £4.99 for Royal Mail standard or £5.99 first class so it’s worth saving up a few prints to do
together.

For Glossy or Lustre, you can download and install ICC paper profiles. This is not essential but is
helpful for rendering shadows properly and avoiding colour casts, particularly if your screen is
calibrated correctly…..as it should be, ideally. This isn’t necessary for fine art papers. More info here:
https://www.dscolourlabs.co.uk/preparing-your-files/.

https://www.dscolourlabs.co.uk/photo-prints/.
https://www.dscolourlabs.co.uk/fine-art-prints/.
https://www.dscolourlabs.co.uk/preparing-your-files/.

	Preparing Images in Photoshop for Professional Pri
	13.If you are using Glossy or Lustre paper, and you h
	Ordering

